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  CLIMATE EMERGENCY AND NATURE RECOVERY COMMITTEE 

1 OCTOBER 2024 
 

Officer:  Amanda Spencer, Deputy Town Clerk   
 

Great Big Green Week 2024 
 
 
Purpose of Report 
To update the Climate Emergency and Nature Recovery Committee on Shrewsbury Town 
Council’s participation in Great Big Green Week in June 2024. 
 
Background 
As part of the Climate Emergency and Nature Recovery Action Plan, Shrewsbury Town Council 
committed to organising an event to raise awareness of the climate emergency across the town. 
After investigation, it was agreed that the most effective way to do this was as part of the national 
event Great Big Green Week. 
 
Great Big Green Week is the UK’s biggest ever celebration of community action to tackle climate 
change and protect nature. Every year, people come together to unleash a wave of support for 
action to protect the planet. Tens of thousands of people in every corner of the country celebrate 
the heartfelt, brave, everyday actions being taken to stand up for nature and fight climate change. 
Great Big Green Week has been running since 2021 and now has with over a quarter of a million 
people getting involved each year including those from national organisations, institutions, 
businesses and media outlets. Further details are available at www.greatbiggreenweek.com.  
 
Initial Actions Taken 
In December 2023, on behalf of the Chair of the Climate Emergency and Nature Recovery 
Committee, Julian Dean, the Deputy Town wrote to around 75 local organisations across the town 
asking if they wished to participate in the week. This included large organisations such as 
Shropshire Council and the Environment Agency, locally based community groups such as Men’s 
Shed and Street Pastors, the BID and locally based charities. She also wrote to all Shrewsbury-
based schools and colleges. 
 
Great Big Green Week June 2024 
A total of 17 events took place in Shrewsbury across Great Big Green Week which involved over 20 
organisations. The full list of activities is detailed at the end of this report. Both the week as a 
whole and the individual events were publicised as follows: 
 

 A number press releases both leading up to and during Great Big Green Week 
 On the Town Council’s Climate Change website 
 On the Great Big Green Week website  
 Via the websites and social media pages of the participating organisations 

 
Radio Shropshire was also contacted and were keen to be involved but were unable to schedule a 
programme slot in time. 
 



It is anticipated that around 500 people attended these events and, from those who did attend, 
feedback was hugely positive. 
 
The Town Council also ran a Climate Change Competition for local young people as a way to 
engage with younger members of the town about their views on the climate crisis and what 
should be done to address this. This competition was publicised to all schools and youth groups 
across the town and we are delighted to say that we received plenty of entries. All entries were 
displayed in the Archives at Shrewsbury Library throughout Great Big Green Week. 
 
The Town Council participated in Great Big Green itself on the 12 June 2024, firstly by holding a 
Climate Fair in the Square, which publicised the Town Council’s Young Shrewsbury service 
alongside other organisations, but also by demonstrating our own approaches to addressing the 
climate emergency at Burr’s Field and in the Quarry. 
  
The Square – 12 June 2024 
 

  
 

  



 
Burrs Field – 12 June 2024 
 

    
 
Kidical Mass – 16 June 2024 
 

 
 
 
Recommendations 
Following Great Big Green Week 2024, the Deputy Town Clerk issued a survey to all who 
participated. The feedback was largely positive with comments such as: 
 
‘We held our first event related to the climate emergency. There was a high level of engagement from 
those who came. It gave us the opportunity to partner with Shropshire Wildlife Trust for the event. We 
hope to develop an online exhibition along the same lines as the display, as well as seek funding for further 
activities and this was a valuable pilot event.’ 
 



‘The home retrofit information evening was really good. People immediately fed back that it was useful, we 
got to know lots of members of the community. Many people were not aware that the MEA existed, lots of 
people found they were eligible for grants. The biodiversity workshop had great feedback, people 
immediately said they found meeting others useful and they learned lots.’ 
 
‘The event was in a good location, and due to it being in the square, we caught many people that were 
shopping, on lunch breaks etc.’ 
 
The Climate Change Fair held in the Square on Wednesday 12 June 2024 was particularly 
successful and I would definitely recommend that a similar event be held next year. I would also 
recommend that more press and publicity are done at an earlier stage to publicise the events 
taking place. This was delayed this year as some of the events were not confirmed until a late 
stage. 
 
It was disappointing that a lot of the large organisations in the two did not participate. From 
Shropshire Council, only the Library got involved and it would be extremely beneficial if they could 
get behind the event in the future.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

(i) The report be noted.  
(ii) That the Town Council commits to coordination Shrewsbury’s participation in Great Big 
Green Week again for 2025. 



PUBLICITY FOR GREAT BIG GREEN WEEK 
 

   
 

   



   
 

   
 
 



   
 

   
 
 
 
 



   
 

   
 
 
 
 



   
 
 


